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     This newsletter is provided as a courtesy of the U. S.
Army Corps of Engineers as a way to keep the citizens of
Belle, W.Va. up-to-date on activities during construction
of the replacement lock at Marmet Locks and Dam. The
newsletter will provide information on current and future
activities throughout the construction of the replacement
lock to those who expressed an interest in receiving the
newsletter from previous editions.
      If you know someone who would like to receive
future copies, complete the form on the back page of this
newsletter.

Mike Keathley, Project Manager.......304-399-5864
Dennis Hughes, Resident Engineer.....304-949-1935
                           Cell phone.............304-360-0292
Peggy Noel, Public Affairs.................304-399-5551
Marmet Website: http://www.lrh.usace.army.mil/
projects/current/marmet/

Who to contact for information:

     One of the most overlooked groups on the Marmet
project is the Corps locks operations staff.  This group is
the ultimate end user from the fruits of our toil building this
new lock chamber.  Their support during construction is
vitally important, but they are not often recognized for their
contribution to the success of this project.
     The main duties of the Marmet operations staff are to
lock commercial vessels and private boats through the
chamber and to regulate water levels using the roller gates
on the dam. But those are just a few of the things this
important staff does.
     They provide and issue proper notification to navigation
regarding construction activities at the construction project
that affect river traffic.
 They notify Kokosing/Fru-Con of barges containing
flammables or dangerous chemical product, “red-flagged
barges,” before they approach the construction area. This
allows the contractor to shut down any work that might be
an ignition source.
     During the construction of the cofferdam, the team
provided crucial protection to the craftsmen constructing
the cofferdam with a helper boat. They also provided
protection to the craftsmen during installation of the
protective fendering system on the downstream cofferdam.
This was accomplished by closing down the land side
navigation chamber and using a helper boat to safely guide
tows in and out of the riverside navigation chamber.  They
also regulate the water level to help matain a consistent
pool elevation.  To regulate the water to the desired levels,
the locks operation staff must coordinate with the power
company who operates the dam’s powerhouse.
     During high river conditions, they provide river forecast
prediction so the contractor can assign work accordingly.
     During the contractor’s drilling and shooting operations,
the operations staff provides the blast whistle that signals
the clearing of river traffic adjacent to blast area.

(Adapted from Locklights, the newsletter of Kokosing/
Fru-Con, LLC)

Pictured above are three members of the Marmet
Operations staff.  From left to right are Assistant
Lockmaster Russell “Two Shoes” Carper and Lock
and Dam Operator Greg Rush. Insert photo at top
right is Lockmaster Randy Hudnall.
Photo by Kokosing/Fru-Con



Community Relations

Name  __________________________________

Address  ________________________________
__________________________________________

City _________________State: _______
ZIP _____________

_____   Yes, I would like to receive the Marmet
Lock Replacement Project Newsletter.

______ Remove my name from your mailing list

If you know someone who would like to receive
future copies of the Marmet Newsletter, complete
the form below and return to Mike Keathley,
US Army Corps of Engineers, 502 8th Street,
Huntington, WV 25701-2070 or send us an email
requesting to be added to the mailing list.

     The award winning documentary “Red Salt  and
Reynolds” will air  on  local PBS stations in
Huntington, Charleston, Morgantown and Beckley on
Wednesday, October 27, 2004  at 8:30 pm. The film is
narrated by David Selby and interprets the historic
archeology at the Marmet Lock Replacement Project.
The excavations uncovered four salt furnaces, John
Reynold’s mansion, the cabin occupied by slaves, and
the family cemetery. The film details the rise and fall of
the Reynolds family and local salt industry, once the
largest salt producer in America.
    Also, the West Virginia Division of Culture and
History will open its monthly lecture series with Michael
Anslinger of Cultural Resource Analysts, Inc. (CRAI)
on Wednesday, Oct. 20, at 7 p.m., in the West Virginia
State Theater at the Cultural Center, State Capitol
Complex, Charleston. The talk, “Ten Millennia of
Human Occupation in the Kanawha Valley:
Archaeological Investigations at the Marmet Lock
Replacement Project, Kanawha County, West
Virginia,” is free and open to the public.
   Anslinger supervised the excavations at six sites in an
18-acre tract at the mouth of Burning Spring Branch for
the Marmet project.

Marmet Archeological Excavations
Topic for Discussion

     Community Relations Liaision Maj. Matthew
Orenstein, whom you met at last month’s meeting,  has
been deployed to Iraq and will be unable to serve as
community relations liaison.  The Corps is actively
recruiting a replacement to fill this important position.  In
the meantime, you may refer any comments or concerns
to either Resident Engineer Dennis Hughes or Project
Manager Mike Keathley.
     Following the next workshop, the Corps will  use
this newsletter to provide a listing of concerns and
issues raised at information meetings and the status of
what is happening with these concerns.

Picture shows rock excavation in the center of the new
lock chamber.  The two parallel trenches will be lined
with concrete to form the culverts which fill and empty
the new lock chamber. Photo by Marks Photo

    The Corps of Engineers and Marmet lock replacement
contractor Kokosing Fru-Con will conduct an information
workshop/open house regarding the Marmet Lock
replacement project Thursday, December 2, 2004,  at
the offices of Kokosing Fru-Con located at 1901 West
Dupont Avenue.  The public is invited to stop by anytime
between 4:00 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.
     The workshop will provide information about the
ongoing construction activities and seek input on how the
Corps and contractor can reduce impacts to the
surrounding communities.  Representatives from the Corps
and Kokosing Fru-Con will be available to answer
questions. Tours of the construction site will be offered.
     For more information, contact Mike Keathley at
304-399-5864 or email
Michael.Keathley@lrh01.usace.army.mil.

Information Meeting


